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Memorial Presbyterian Church

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
2nd Sunday in Advent December 4, 2022

God meets us in our fear
God of all generations,
though signs and seasons change,
your promise is faithful
and your word will never pass away.
Give us courage and sfrength
as we watch and wait
for Jesus Christ, our redeemer,
who is coming in glory to reign. Amen



WELCOME

PRELUDE Wachet auf Jacobus Kloppers
J.P. Murphy, Organist

CANDLE LIGHTING LITURGY

*SONG OF PRAISE Now the Heavens Start to Whisper Hymnal, No. 94
*CONFESSION AND PARDON Vince Leseney
Patient God,

you know just how often
we make decisions from a place of fear rather than love.
You know just how often
we dallow fear to take the place of logic,
fanning unhealthy fires in our lives.
You know just how often
we tuck your words, “Do not be afraid”
on dusty shelves and in the back of closets,
stubbornly holding onto our own point of view.
Forgive us for giving fear the microphone.
Silence the voices of scarcity, shame, and rejection,
which spark and feed so much of our fear,
to recenter us in love.
With hope we pray, amen.
(Time of silent reflection)
*THE PEACE
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

*SONG OF RESPONSE Gloria (refrain only) Hymnal, No. 113
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
MOMENT FOR MISSION Donna Vint

TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES

PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING Nick Lindley
SCRIPTURE READING Page No. 558
Isaiah 11:1-10

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM O Come, Emmanuel
SCRIPTURE READING Page No. 831
Luke 1:26-38

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

MESSAGE God Meets Us in Our Fear Tracy L. Evans
*SONG OF FAITH Here | Am Bulletin, p. 6



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We believe in a God who knows our fears.
We believe in a God who says, “Be not afraid.”
We believe in a God who kicks off her shoes
and wades into the muck of our lives with us.
We believe in a God who stitches herself to our heels,
and invites us to dance.
We believe in a God who hemmed stars into the night sky
so that we can find our way home,
and who sends us friends with open doors,
so we can find our way to love.
We believe in a God who finds us in our fear
and does not leave us alone.
Thanks be to God for a love like that.
Amen.

SHARING JOYS AND CONCERNS

The Lord’s Prayer Hymnal, p. 35
THE OFFERING

OFFERTORY
*DOXOLOGY Doxology (Verse 4) Hymnal, No. 143

All creation join in praising

God the Father, Spirit, Son,

evermore your voices raising

to the eternal Three in One:

come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn king!

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
THE LORD'S SUPPER

BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
COMMUNION MUSIC

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
*SENDING SONG From Generation to Generation (Verse 1 and 2) Bulletin, p. 8

*BLESSING AND CHARGE
As you leave this place, may you go knowing that
from generation to generation,
we have been claimed and loved.
From generation to generation,
God has been by our side.
From generation to generation,
we are not alone.
The God of yesterday and the God of tomorrow



knows you by name, loves you, and calls you forth,
saying, “Go be the person you are called to be,
love wildly, do justice, and come back soon.”

May it be so. Amen.

*POSTLUDE Veni, Emmanuel Robert Powell
*Please rise in body or spirit.

We invite anyone who wishes to consider membership in this church to contact the
pastor or a member of the session. You may also indicate interest in membership by
checking the appropriate column in the ritual of friendship booklet. Membership in this
church is a step made by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith or fransfer of church
letter.

Lectionary Readings for December 11 : Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146:5-10 or Luke 1:46b-55;
James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11.

The Food & Shelter items of the month for November are cereal and juice (non-
perishable). Please place your donations in the box by the church information table.

Hearing-assistance devices and large print hymnals are available from the head ush-
er.

Communion liturgy is courtesy of Rev. Michelle Hendrichs, who blogs at
wwwlifeinthelabyrinth.com



http://www.lifeinthelabyrinth.com
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Text: Anna Strickland (2022)
Unisan

FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION ...
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Here | Am
PICARDY 8.7.8.7.8.7

Music: Traditional French carol {(17th cent.)
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Words: Debi Bums, using matenial from "From Generation to Generation"€ A Sanctified ArtlA Sanctified Art org
Music: W ZLOBIELEZY public demain



