
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
3rd Sunday after Pentecost  June 18, 2023 

 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

Eternal God,  

Jesus gathered his disciples,  

blessed them with his teachings,  

and sent them out to join in his work of the blessing of the world.  

Gather us now and transform us by your Word,  

so that we will be ready to go out into the world to serve you, 

 in the grace of the Hoy Spirit and in the name of Christ. Amen 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE Prelude on “On Eagles Wings”  Charles Callahan  

 

BRINGING THE LIGHT 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

 God of love, we seek healing: wholeness for our bodies. 
  Come to us, enfold us in your grace, and send us forth, renewed. 

 We seek hope: fruitfulness for our lives. 
  Come to us, enfold us in your grace, and send us forth, renewed. 

 We seek courage: power to carry your grace into the world. 
  Come to us, enfold us in your grace, and send us forth, renewed.  

  Amen. 

 

*SONG OF PRAISE My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout Hymnal, No. 100 
 

*CONFESSION AND PARDON 
  Almighty God,  

  You have promised liberation for your people, and reconciliation  

  for all of creation.  

  We confess that we have grown weary of waiting. We have lowered 

  our hopes, and scaled our expectations according to the world,  

  rather than believing in your steadfast Word.  

  We confess that we have grown comfortable in our waiting.  

  We cry out for justice, if it doesn’t cost us too much.  

  We proclaim your liberation, as long as it doesn’t impinge on the  

  freedoms that we value most.  

  We want to follow Jesus, healing the sick and doing good deeds,  

  but we don’t want to be mistreated or hated.  

  We don’t want to stir up the dust, much less shake it from our feet.  

  Forgive us, we pray. Give us words to speak your liberating Word  

  and endurance to persevere until your kindom comes. 

  Amen.  

  (Time of silent reflection) 
 
 Friends, believe the good news of the gospel: 
  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  

 



*THE PEACE 

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
*SONG OF RESPONSE Glory to God                              Hymnal, No. 582 

  Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 

  And to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

  And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

  As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen 
  
  World with-out end, with-out end. Amen (x3) 

  As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen 
  

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES  
 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 
 
PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING                      Joan Cole 
 
SCRIPTURE READING 

Romans 5:1-8 Page No. 917 

The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

 
RESPONSIVE PSALM  Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 

 I love the Lord, because he has heard my voice and my supplications. 
  Because he inclined his ear to me, therefore I will call on him as  

  long as I live. 

 What shall I return to the Lord for all his bounty to me? 
  I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord, 

 I will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people. 
  Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his faithful ones. 

 O Lord, I am your servant; I am your servant, the child of your serving girl.  You 

have loosed my bonds. 
  I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice and call on the name of  

  the Lord. 

 I will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people, 
  in the courts of the house of the Lord, in your midst, O Jerusalem.  

  Praise the Lord! 

 

ANTHEM  Lord, I Stretch My Hands to You 
 
SCRIPTURE READING 

Matthew 9:35-10:8 Page No. 790 

The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

 
MESSAGE I Am Sending You Tracy L. Evans 
 
*SONG OF FAITH You Who Dwell in the Shelter of the Lord Hymnal, No. 43 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
  The life, death, resurrection,  

  and promised coming of Jesus Christ  

  has set the pattern for the church’s mission.  

  His human life involves the church  

  in the common life of all people.  

  His service to men and women  

  commits the church  

  to work for every form of human well-being.  

  His suffering makes the church sensitive  

  to all human suffering  

  so that it sees the face of Christ  

  in the faces of persons in every kind of need.  

  His crucifixion discloses to the church  

  God’s judgment on the inhumanity  

  that marks human relations,  

  and the awful consequences  

  of the church’s own complicity in injustice.  

  In the power of the risen Christ  

  and the hope of his coming,  

  the church sees the promise  

  of God’s renewal of human life in society  

  and of God’s victory over all wrong. 

  The church follows this pattern  

  in the form of its life  

  and in the method of its action.  

  So to live and serve  

  is to confess Christ as Lord.  

  Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.32–33 

 

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 

Response: …Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER Hymnal, p. 35 

Please pray the Lord’s Prayer 

in the language and wording most familiar to you. 

 

THE OFFERING 

 OFFERTORY  

 

*DOXOLOGY         Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow        Hymnal, No. 606  
  

*DEDICATION PRAYER 

 

FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 

 

*SENDING SONG Come, Labor On Hymnal, No. 719 

 

*TAKING LIGHT INTO THE WORLD 

 

*BLESSING AND CHARGE 

 



*POSTLUDE Fugue in B-flat Major  JS Bach  

 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

We invite anyone who wishes to consider membership in this church to contact the 

pastor or a member of the session.  You may also indicate interest in membership by 

checking the appropriate column in the ritual of friendship booklet.  Membership in this 

church is a step made by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith or transfer of church 

letter. 
  
Lectionary Readings for June 25: Genesis 21:8-21 and Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17; Jeremiah 

20:7-13 and Psalm 69:7-10, (11-15), 16-18; Romans 6:1b-11; Matthew 10:24-39. 

 

The Food & Shelter items of the month for June are granola bars and fruit cups. Please 
place your donations in the box by the church information table.  
  
Hearing-assistance devices and large print hymnals are available from the head ush-

er.   
  

 

 





 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


