
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

1st Sunday of Christmas      December 29, 2024 
WORDS FOR THE BEGINNING 

 

Holy and Unhindered 

I am sure it is important to close your eyes, to pray on your knees, to fling your-

self into deep reverence and even deeper humility. I am sure the Spirit is 

close when we dress up, when we sing the descant line, when we mur-

mur the words with a sincere and hopeful heart. 

 

 

“Let All Creation Dance" by Lisle Gwynn Garrity | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org  



And I am sure that when you moonwalk through your living room in soft wool 

socks, when you cackle loudly enough for the whole restaurant to hear, 

when you squeal into the phone and make pancakes for dinner, when 

you plunge your hands into the dirt and talk to the sparrows, when you 

make a mess of Communion breadcrumbs all around the Table, or 

when you allow yourself an undone, unhindered, unpolished sort of joy—

that the Spirit loves that just as well. 

 

The angel said, Do not be afraid; I am bringing you joy. 

We humans have spent a lot of time focusing on the fear. 

Don’t forget: God is also in the joy. 
 Poem by Rev. Sarah A. Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

 

PRELUDE Prelude on The First Noel Paul Fey 

 

BRINGING THE LIGHT 

 

WELCOME 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                  

We have named our joy out loud, and it is clear— 
God is in our joy. 

God is in this room. 
We have reason to celebrate. 

We have a reason to sing. 
Thanks be to God for the bright hope of this day. 

 

*SONG OF PRAISE Infant Holy, Infant Lowly Hymnal, No. 128 
 

*CONFESSION AND PARDON 

Joyful God, 

You told us that in order to enter the kingdom of heaven, 

we must be like children. 
Did you mean that like children, we must practice unhindered joy? 

Did you mean that like children, we should lean into laughter, release our 

cynicism, and open ourselves to delight? 

In a world as broken and battered as ours, we admit, 
this often seems easier said than done. 

Forgive us, patient God, for the moments 

when we are so focused on the bad that we miss the good. 
Forgive us for hearing the nativity story and staying in our seats 

instead of jumping for joy.  

We know that even now 

you are sowing delight in our lives. 
Open our hearts up to it. 

With gratitude we pray, amen. 

(Time of silent reflection) 

 

 Friends, hear and believe the good news of the Gospel: 
We are seen. We are loved. We are forgiven. 

That is news worth celebrating! That is news that should make us want to cheer, 

laugh, cry with relief, dance, and sing all at the same time! So in response to 

God’s goodness, I invite you 

to rise in body or spirit and join me in the sung response. Let us make a joyful 

noise for God’s abundant mercy. 



*SONG OF RESPONSE Angels We Have Heard on High (Refrain) Hymnal, No. 113 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

     
PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

 

TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES 

 

LESSON ONE            Practice Joy                 Luke 2:10, Isaiah 9:2-3 

 

SING WITH JOY Joy to the World Hymnal, No. 134  

 

PRACTICE JOY       Joy found in Scripture 

 

LESSON TWO Listen for Joy        Matthew 2:10, Psalm 148 

 

SING WITH JOY O Come, All Ye Faithful Hymnal, No. 133 

 

PRACTICE JOY Joy Found in Community 

Friends, the peace and joy of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

Let us pass joy and peace to one another.   

 

LESSON THREE Listen for Joy        Psalm 126:1-3, Isaiah 55:12-13 

 

SING WITH JOY Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee Hymnal, No. 611 

 

PRACTICE JOY Joy Found in Prayer and Giving 

 

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
SHARING OUR QUILTS 

 If you would like to comment on the quilt you brought, this is the time!  
 

FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 
*SENDING SONG Let Joy Be Your Companion Bulletin p. 6 
 
*BLESSING AND CHARGE 
 
*POSTLUDE Fanfare on Adeste Fideles Paul Fey 
 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 

We invite anyone who wishes to consider membership in this church to contact the 

pastor or a member of the session.  You may also indicate interest in membership by 

checking the appropriate column in the ritual of friendship booklet.  Membership in this 

church is a step made by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith or transfer of church 

letter. 

  

Lectionary Readings for January 5: Jeremiah 31:7-14 or Sirach 24:1-12; Psalm 147:12-20 

or Wisdom of Solomon 10:15-21; Ephesians 1:3-14 ; John 1:(1-9), 10-18. 

  

The Food & Shelter items of the month for January are sandwich crackers and granola 

bars. Please place your donations in the box by the church information table.    

  



 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


