Memorial Presbyterian Church

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
6th Sunday of Easter May 14, 2023

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
Spirit of fruth, we search for you.
Spirit of love, we long for you.
Spirit of life, we hunger for your grace.
You who dwell within us, speak to us.
You in whom we live and move and have our being, speak to us.
Beyond words, enfolded deep in the mystery in which we dwell, speak to us. Amen.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE Trumpet Voluntary John Travers
BRINGING THE LIGHT

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Our God gathers us here.
We have been tested, we have suffered,
but God has brought us through.

Come, let us tell of what God has done for us!
We cried aloud to God,
and God listened and answered.

Therefore, we will praise God with shouts of joy!
Alleluia! Alleluia!

*SONG OF PRAISE Come Thou Almighty King Hymnal, No. 2

*CONFESSION AND PARDON

Let us lift our prayers to God.
Holy One,
We love you imperfectly:
we do not always keep your commandments.
We love each other imperfecily:
we hurt those you call us to love
through our actions and our inaction.
We love ourselves imperfectly:
we struggle to believe that we are truly your children,
made in your image.
Forgive us.
By the power of your Spirit,
make us more faithful
that we might live as Christ has shown us,
reflecting your love and grace.
(Time of silent reflection)

Not because of anything we have done,
not because of our belief or faithfulness:
we live because Christ lives.

This is the Christ who forgives us.



This is the God who is in us.
This is the Spirit who is with us.
Allelvia! Praise be to God!

*THE PEACE
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

*SONG OF RESPONSE Glory to God Hymnal, No. 582
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,
And to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen

World with-out end, with-out end. Amen (x3)
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES
MOMENT FOR MISSION Emily Ryther
PROCLAIMING THE WORD

PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING Julie Forthman

SCRIPTURE READING
| Corinthians 2:6-13 Page No. 927
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 66:8-20
Bless our God, O peoples, let the sound of his praise be heard,
who has kept us among the living, and has not let our feet slip.
For you, O God, have tested us; you have tried us as silver is fried.
You brought us into the net; you laid burdens on our backs;
you let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and through
water; yet you have brought us out to a spacious place.
| will come into your house with burnt offerings; | will pay you my
VOWS,
those that my lips uttered and my mouth promised when | was in trouble.
| will offer to you burnt offerings of fatlings, with the smoke of the
sacrifice of rams; | will make an offering of bulls and goats.

Come and hear, all you who fear God, and | will tell what he has done for me.

| cried aloud to him, and he was extolled with my tongue.

If | had cherished iniquity in my heart, the Lord would not have listened.
But truly God has listened; he has given heed to the words of my
prayer.

Blessed be God, because he has not rejected my prayer or removed his

steadfast love from me.

ANTHEM



SCRIPTURE READING
John 14:15-21 Page No. 877
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

MESSAGE Our Companion Diana Smith
Commissioned Ruling Elder

*SONG OF FAITH Lord | Want to be a Christian Hymnal, No. 729

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
New life in Christ takes shape in a community
in which people know
that God loves and accepts them
in spite of what they are.
They therefore accept themselves
and love others,
knowing that no one has any ground
on which to stand,
except God’s grace.
Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.22

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS
RESPONSE:...Lord in your mercy, receive our prayer.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to God who listens
and gives heed to our prayers.
We praise and we bless you, our true
and loving God.
LORD’S PRAYER Hymnal, p. 35
Please pray the Lord’s Prayer
in the language and wording most familiar to you.
THE OFFERING
OFFERTORY
*DOXOLOGY Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow Hymnal, No. 606
*DEDICATION PRAYER
FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD
*SENDING SONG As the Wind Song Hymnal, No. 292
*TAKING LIGHT INTO THE WORLD
*BLESSING AND CHARGE

*POSTLUDE Rondoin G John Bull



We invite anyone who wishes to consider membership in this church to contact the
pastor or a member of the session. You may also indicate interest in membership by
checking the appropriate column in the ritual of friendship booklet. Membership in this
church is a step made by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith or transfer of church
letter.

Lectionary Readings for May 21: Acts 1:6-14; Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35; 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-
11; John 17:1-11.

The Food & Shelter items of the month for May are hygiene products (shampoo, condi-
tioner, body wash, bar soap, deodorant, combs and brushes, and socks). Please place
your donations in the box by the church information table.

Hearing-assistance devices and large print hymnals are available from the head ush-
er.
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As the Wind Song
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