
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
17th Sunday after Pentecost  September 24, 2023 

 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

Loving God, 

many voices outside us tell us what is worthy, 

and voices within us name what is desirable. 

But knowing you is our only treasure. 

Only love is worthy of our lives. 

Open our eyes to your truth; 

open our ears to your beckoning; 

open our hearts to your voice calling to us now in scripture, 

so that we might die to old lives, 

and rise in new life, the life that you give us. 

In the arms of Christ, bear us near to you. Amen. 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE Reflection  Alfred V. Fedak  

 

BRINGING THE LIGHT 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP Vince Leseney 

 Holy One, Creator of life, your sacred gift, we thank you! 
  Alleluia! 

 Loving Christ, offering of mercy, we praise you! 
  Alleluia! 

 Holy Spirit, energy of grace, you make us vessels of your gift. 
  Alleluia! We worship with full hearts. Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

*SONG OF PRAISE There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit  Hymnal, No. 408 
 

*CONFESSION AND PARDON 

 Let us pray: 

 
  Gracious God, , 

  we have sought after things, but we have not  

  sought after you. 

  We have expected generosity, but we have not 

  shown generosity. 

  We have not been gracious or grateful. 

  We have failed to remember all that you have done. 

  Forgive us and fill our hearts with gratitude. 

  Help us to share our gifts 

  and strengthen our legs so that we can 

  run after you, O God. 

  In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  

  (Time of silent reflection) 

 



 People of God, our sins are forgiven;  

 we are reconciled to God. 

 Let us therefore love one another 

 with gratitude in our hearts and praise on our lips. 

 

 Friends, believe the good news of the gospel: 
  in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
 
*THE PEACE 

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
*SONG OF RESPONSE Glory to God                              Hymnal, No. 582 

  Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 

  And to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

  And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

  As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen 
  
  World without end, without end. Amen (x3) 

  As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen 

 TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES  

 

MOMENT FOR MISSION           Donna Vint 
 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 
 
PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING                Jim Rodriguez  
 
SCRIPTURE READING 

Philippians 1:21-30 Page No. 953 

The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

 
RESPONSIVE PSALM  Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 

 O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, make known his deeds  among 

 the peoples. 
  Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wonderful works. 

 Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 
  Seek the Lord and his strength; seek his presence continually. 

 Remember the wonderful works he has done, his miracles, and the  judgments 

 he uttered, 
  O offspring of his servant Abraham, children of Jacob, his chosen  

  ones. 

 Then he brought Israel out with silver and gold, and there was no one 

 among their tribes who stumbled. 
  Egypt was glad when they departed, for dread of them had fallen  

  upon it. 

 He spread a cloud for a covering, and fire to give light by night. 
  They asked, and he brought quails, and gave them food from  

  heaven in abundance. 

 He opened the rock, and water gushed out; it flowed through the desert  

 like a river. 
  For he remembered his holy promise, and Abraham, his servant. 

 So he brought his people out with joy, his chosen ones with singing. 



  He gave them the lands of the nations, and they took possession of  

  the wealth of the peoples, 

 that they might keep his statutes and observe his laws.  
  Praise the Lord! 

 

ANTHEM There is a Higher Throne  
 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Matthew 20:1-16 Page No. 801 

The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

 

MESSAGE That’s Not Fair  Tracy L. Evans 

 

*SONG OF FAITH Spirit of Gentleness  Hymnal, No. 291 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH       
The life, death, resurrection,  

and promised coming of Jesus Christ  

has set the pattern for the church’s mission.  

His human life involves the church  

in the common life of all people.  

His service to men and women  

commits the church  

to work for every form of human well-being.  

His suffering makes the church sensitive  

to all human suffering  

so that it sees the face of Christ  

in the faces of persons in every kind of need.  

His crucifixion discloses to the church  

God’s judgment on the inhumanity  

that marks human relations,  

and the awful consequences  

of the church’s own complicity in injustice.  

In the power of the risen Christ  

and the hope of his coming,  

the church sees the promise  

of God’s renewal of human life in society  

and of God’s victory over all wrong. 

The church follows this pattern  

in the form of its life  

and in the method of its action.  

So to live and serve  

is to confess Christ as Lord.  

Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.32–33 
 

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 

 Response: … God in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER Hymnal, p. 35 

Please pray the Lord’s Prayer 

in the language and wording most familiar to you. 



THE OFFERING 

 OFFERTORY  

 

*DOXOLOGY         Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow        Hymnal, No. 606  
  

*DEDICATION PRAYER 

 
FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 

 

*SENDING SONG Lead on O King Eternal  Hymnal, No. 269 

 

*TAKING LIGHT INTO THE WORLD 

 

*BLESSING AND CHARGE 

 

*POSTLUDE Festival Fanfare Percy Fletcher  

 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

 

We invite anyone who wishes to consider membership in this church to contact the 

pastor or a member of the session.  You may also indicate interest in membership by 

checking the appropriate column in the ritual of friendship booklet.  Membership in this 

church is a step made by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith or transfer of church 

letter. 
  
  
Lectionary Readings for October 1: Exodus 17:1-7 and Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16; Ezekiel 18:1-

4, 25-32 and Psalm 25:1-9; Philippians 2:1-13; Matthew 21:23-32. 

 

The Food & Shelter items of the month for September are crackers and soups. Please 

place your donations in the box by the church information table.    

  

Hearing-assistance devices and large print hymnals are available from the head ush-

er.   
  
  
  

 

 





 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


