
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
6th Sunday of Easter May 5, 2024 

 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

 

You promise to complete us with your joy, 

O Christ. 

This blessed assurance is ours 

as we do what you commanded 

and live in the fullness of love. 

As you love us, 

give us the strength of heart to love one another. 

Fuel us with love and joy, 

that our petitions might fly to your ear. 

May our faith bear fruit pleasing to you. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 

PRELUDE      

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP Vince Leseney 

The psalmist encourages us to praise God 

for all the marvelous things God has done. 
We join with all creation in praise, 

for God’s love and faithfulness to us is endless. 

We sing because God chooses us  

out of God’s great love. 
We choose God’s love, 

which bears us in fullness beyond compare. 

 

*SONG OF PRAISE       All Hail The Power of Jesus’ Name        Hymnal, No. 263 
 

*CONFESSION AND PARDON 
O God, whose love knows no bounds, 

forgive us when we fail to reflect your loving kindness.  

When we turn away from the goodness of your love, 

call us back with the tender voice of a caring friend. 

When we stumble over the gift of your grace, 

lift us up with the strong arms of a loving parent. 

When we are certain that we are alone in the chaos of this world, 

shower us with peace, the gentle breeze of an evening rain.  

When we cannot feel the flowing of your peace, 

show us your love with the hands and feet of Christ, your love incarnate.  

Forgive us, risen Christ, of all the ways we fall short, 

and teach us to be agents of resurrection in the world. 

(Time of silent reflection)  

 

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
Thanks be to God.   

 

 

 

 



*THE PEACE 

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
*SONG OF RESPONSE Glory to God                              Hymnal, No. 582 

  Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 

  And to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

  And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

  As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen 
  
  World without end, without end. Amen (x3) 

  As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen 

 

 WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES 
 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

 

PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING                    Donna Vint  
   
 

SCRIPTURE READING   
 I John 5:1-6                                                                                   Page No. 991                                  

  The Word of the Lord 
  Thanks be to God.  

 

RESPONSIVE PSALM                                      Psalm 98 

O sing to the Lord a new song, 

   for he has done marvelous things. 
His right hand and his holy arm 

   have gained him victory. 

The Lord has made known his victory; 

   he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations. 
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 

   to the house of Israel. 

All the ends of the earth have seen 

   the victory of our God. 
 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; 

   break forth into joyous song and sing praises. 

Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, 

   with the lyre and the sound of melody. 
With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

   make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord. 

 

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 

   the world and those who live in it. 
Let the floods clap their hands; 

   let the hills sing together for joy 

at the presence of the Lord, for he is coming 

   to judge the earth. 

 



He will judge the world with righteousness, 

   and the peoples with equity.   
 

ANTHEM             Breaking the Bread 
  

SCRIPTURE READING 

John 15:9-17 Page No. 878 

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God.  

 

 

SERMON Filled With Love Tracy L. Evans 

 

*SONG OF FAITH                           Jesu, Jesu                 Hymnal, No. 203 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                 
New life in Christ takes shape in a community  

in which people know  

that God loves and accepts them  

in spite of what they are.  

They therefore accept themselves  

and love others,  

knowing that no one has any ground  

on which to stand,  

except God’s grace.  

Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.22 

  

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 

 

LORD’S PRAYER                  Hymnal, p. 35 

Please pray the Lord’s Prayer 

in the language and wording most familiar to you. 

 

THE OFFERING 

 OFFERTORY   

 

*DOXOLOGY Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow       Hymnal, No. 609 

  

   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

   Praise God, all creatures high and low.  

   Alleluia, alleluia! 

   Praise God, in Jesus fully known: 

   Creator, Word, and Spirit one. 

   Alleluia, Alleluia! 

   Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
  

*DEDICATION PRAYER 

 
SEALING THE WORD—CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 

 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

 

 



GREAT THANKSGIVING AND BREAKING THE BREAD 

 

…So now, in gratitude, we join our voices to those of the Church on earth and 

in heaven:  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest.  
 

Blessed is he who comes  

in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.  
 

Lord God, as we come to share the richness of your table, 

we cannot forget the rawness of the earth.  
 

We cannot take bread and forget those who are hungry.  

Your world is one world and we are stewards of its nourishment.  
Lord, put our prosperity  

at the service of the poor.  
 

We cannot take wine and forget those who are thirsty. 

The ground and the rootless, 

the earth and its weary people cry out for justice.  
Lord, put our fullness 

at the service of the empty.  
 

We cannot hear your words of peace and forget the world at war 

or, if not at war, then preparing for it.  
Show us quickly, Lord, how to turn weapons into welcome signs 

and the lust for power into a desire for peace.  
 

We cannot celebrate the feast of your family and forget our divisions.  

We are one in spirit, but not in fact. 

History and hurt still dismember us.  
Lord, heal your church in every brokenness…  

 

…Take this—all of you—to remember me.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us.  

 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

 

Look, here is your Lord coming to you in bread and wine. 

 

These are the gifts of God for the people of God.  
  Thanks be to God.  

      

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

 COMMUNION MUSIC 

 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 
FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 

 

*SENDING SONG In Christ there is no East or West             Hymnal, No. 318  

 

*BLESSING AND CHARGE 

       

*POSTLUDE   

 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

Communion liturgy is from A Wee Worship Book, Fourth Incarnation published by Wild 

Goose Worship Group. WGWG is part of the Iona Community out of Scotland. 

 

 

We invite anyone who wishes to consider membership in this church to contact the 

pastor or a member of the session.  You may also indicate interest in membership by 

checking the appropriate column in the ritual of friendship booklet.  Membership in this 

church is a step made by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith or transfer of church 

letter. 

   

Lectionary Readings for May 12: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26; Psalm 1; 1 John 5:9-13; John 17:6-

19. 

  

The Food & Shelter items of the month for May are shampoo & conditioners. Please 

place your donations in the box by the church information table.    

  

Hearing-assistance devices and large print hymnals are available from the head ush-

er.   

  

 Envelope Fundraiser! 

We are raising money to assist our children and youth in attending camps and confer-

ences. You'll find envelopes decorated by our Kids' Club in the hallway off the sanctu-

ary. You can take one or more envelopes; the idea is to give the amount that is on the 

envelope. Giving more is also an option!   

  
Samuel McCann will be hosting a Bible study in the library on the letters of Paul in the 

New Testament. While paying attention to Paul's historical context we will try to pursue 

what his contribution to Scripture means for how we understand the Gospel for our life 

today. We will begin May 14 at 6 pm in the library and will not meet the 3rd Tuesday of 

the month so session members are free to join.  

  

  
  
  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


