
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
14th Sunday after Pentecost August 25, 2024 

 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
 

Gracious God, 

we have been promised 

that no one will be turned away who comes to Christ. 

We come to you now, 

to know your presence, to hear your Word, 

to be transformed by your grace. 

Speak to us, touch us, and take our lives as your own. 

We pray in the name of Christ and the power of your Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

PRELUDE Prelude in Classic Style  Gordon Young 

  

BRINGING THE LIGHT 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                 Vince Leseney 

 

In this quiet hour may our spirits be renewed. 
May there be joy in our coming together this day. 

Let there be truth in the words we speak and the thoughts we hear. 
May there be help and healing for our disharmony and despair. 

May there be silence for the voice within us and beyond us. 
May there be joy in our coming together, 

for you are at our center. 

 

*SONG OF PRAISE We Are One in the Spirit Hymnal, No. 300 
 

*CONFESSION AND PARDON 

Let us pray together, 
 

God, our sun and shield:  

we may long to be in your house,  

but our deeds show how tough it is for us to live there.  

Called to follow,  

we search for paths to take us back to our old ways;  

given the words of eternal life,  

we weakly proclaim the gospel to others;  

offered the path of salvation to walk upon,  

we stumble down the rocky roads of our world. 
      

Forgive us, Guardian of our lives.  

Strengthen us with your Spirit,  

so we may serve your people with all that brings them life.  

Let your Word, Jesus Christ,  

the One we have come to believe and know is our Lord and Savior,  

be confirmed in us  

in every word, every deed, every thought,  

every moment in the days to come. 

(Time of silent reflection) 

 



 

Today, receive the Bread of Life; 

today, hear the words of eternal hope; 

today, trust in the One who hears your prayers, 

and showers grace and forgiveness upon you. 
Today, we are set free to serve God's people, and to sing God's praises.  

Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

 

*THE PEACE 

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

*SONG OF RESPONSE            Glory to God          Hymnal, No. 582 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 

And to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen 

  

World without end, without end. Amen (x3) 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES     

 
PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

 

PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING      
 

SCRIPTURE READING         

 Ephesians 6:10-20       Page No. 952 

The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  

 

RESPONSIVE PSALM    Psalm 84 

How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts! 
My soul longs, indeed it faints for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my 

flesh sing for joy to the living God. 

Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she 

may lay her young, at your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God. 

 
Happy are those who live in your house, ever singing your praise. Selah 

Happy are those whose strength is in you, in whose heart are the highways to 

Zion. 
As they go through the valley of Baca they make it a place of springs; 

the early rain also covers it with pools. 

They go from strength to strength; the God of gods will be seen in Zion. 
O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; give ear, O God of Jacob! Selah 

Behold our shield, O God; look on the face of your anointed. 
For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. I would ra-

ther be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than live in the tents of 

wickedness. 



For the Lord God is a sun and shield; he bestows favor and honor. No good 

thing does the Lord withhold from those who walk uprightly. 
O Lord of hosts, happy is everyone who trusts in you. 

 

ANTHEM The Prayer 

 

SCRIPTURE READING 

John 6:51-58 Page No. 868 

The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

 

MESSAGE Leaving Jesus? Tracy L. Evans 

 

*SONG OF FAITH         O Jesus, I Have Promised         Hymnal, No. 724 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                    Rom. 8:1, 28, 38, 39 

     (LBO) Please stand. Together with the whole church, let us confess our faith    

     using the words taken from Romans 8.  
 

We believe there is no condemnation  

for those who are in Christ Jesus; 

for we know that all things work together for good  

for those who love God, 

who are called according to God’s purpose.  

We are convinced that neither death, nor life,  

nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present, nor things to come,  

nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God  

in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 

 Response: … God of abundant grace, hear our prayer.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER                  Hymnal, p. 35 

Please pray the Lord’s Prayer 

in the language and wording most familiar to you. 

 

THE OFFERING 

 

*DOXOLOGY       Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow        Hymnal, No. 609 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God, all creatures high and low.  

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Praise God, in Jesus fully known:  

Creator, Word, and Spirit one.  

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

  

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 



 

FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 

 

*SENDING SONG I Danced in the Morning Hymnal, No. 157 

 

*BLESSING AND CHARGE 

 

*POSTLUDE                                   Postlude in F Major      Dietrich Buxtehude  

 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

We invite anyone who wishes to consider membership in this church to contact the 

pastor or a member of the session.  You may also indicate interest in membership by 

checking the appropriate column in the ritual of friendship booklet.  Membership in this 

church is a step made by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith or transfer of church 

letter. 

  

Lectionary Readings for September 1: Song of Solomon 2:8-13 and Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9; 

Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 and Psalm 15; James 1:17-27; Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23;. 

  

The Food & Shelter items of the month for August are pasta and pasta sauce. Please 

place your donations in the box by the church information table.    

  

Hearing-assistance devices and large print hymnals are available from the head ush-

er.   

  
  



 



 

 



 

 

 


