
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
16th Sunday after Pentecost September 8, 2024 

 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
 

Spirit of Love, 

when we can’t hear your Word, or see your Way,  

we feel deaf and blind.   

When we can’t sing your praise we feel mute.   

Heal us.   

Open our hearts,  

and set us on a path of endless learning and growing  

in the Spirit of Christ.  Amen. 

 

PRELUDE  Katrina Kahlhamer 

 

BRINGING THE LIGHT 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                 Vince Leseney 

Infinite God, Heart of Being, you draw us near. 
Open our lips to sing your praise. 

Loving Christ, beloved Friend, you lay your healing hands upon us. 
Open our eyes and ears to see and hear your presence. 

Holy Spirit, Word of new Creation. you burn within us. 
Open our hearts and minds to live in new ways. 

Your will be done. Alleluia! 

 

*SONG OF PRAISE For Everyone Born Hymnal, No. 769 
 

*CONFESSION AND PARDON 
Holy God, although we honor you with our words and worship, our 

hearts are often far from you. We are quick to judge, quick to exclude, 

quick to put others down instead of building them up. Forgive us, God. 

Help us amend our ways. Help us embrace the inclusive love you gra-

ciously offer us and expect us to offer others. Amen.      

(Time of silent reflection) 

 

*THE PEACE 

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

*SONG OF RESPONSE Glory to God Hymnal, No. 582 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 

And to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen 

  

World without end, without end. Amen (x3) 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen 

 

 



WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES     
PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

 

PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING                   Nick Lindley 

 

SCRIPTURE READING         

 James 2:1-10, 14-17                  Page No. 981 

The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  

 

RESPONSIVE PSALM    Psalm 125 

Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, which cannot be moved, but 

abides forever. 
As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the Lord surrounds his people, 

from this time on and forevermore. 

For the scepter of wickedness shall not rest on the land allotted to the righteous, 

so that the righteous might not stretch out their hands to do wrong. 
Do good, O Lord, to those who are good, and to those who are upright in 

their hearts. 

But those who turn aside to their own crooked ways the Lord will lead away with 

evildoers. Peace be upon Israel! 

 

ANTHEM Everlasting God 
 
SCRIPTURE READING 

Mark 7:24-37 Page No. 819 

The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

 

MESSAGE Be Opened Tracy L. Evans 
 
SONG OF FAITH Light Dawns on a Weary World Hymnal, No. 79    
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                    Rom. 8:1, 28, 38, 39 

We believe there is no condemnation  

for those who are in Christ Jesus; 

for we know that all things work together for good  

for those who love God, 

who are called according to God’s purpose.  

We are convinced that neither death, nor life,  

nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present, nor things to come,  

nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God  

in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 

 Response: … God of abundant grace, hear our prayer.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER                  Hymnal, p. 35 

Please pray the Lord’s Prayer 

in the language and wording most familiar to you. 



THE OFFERING 
 
*DOXOLOGY    Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow Hymnal, No. 609 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God, all creatures high and low.  

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Praise God, in Jesus fully known:  

Creator, Word, and Spirit one.  

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
  
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 

 

*SENDING SONG We Are One in the Spirit Hymnal, No. 300 

 

*BLESSING AND CHARGE 

 

*POSTLUDE  

 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We invite anyone who wishes to consider membership in this church to contact the 

pastor or a member of the session.  You may also indicate interest in membership by 

checking the appropriate column in the ritual of friendship booklet.  Membership in this 

church is a step made by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith or transfer of church 

letter. 

  

Lectionary Readings for September 15: Proverbs 1:20-33 and Psalm 19; Isaiah 50:4-9a 

and Psalm 116:1-9 or Wisdom of Solomon 7:26 – 8:1; James 3:1-12; Mark 8:27-38. 

  

The Food & Shelter items of the month for September are bar soap and deodorant. 

Please place your donations in the box by the church information table.    

  

Hearing-assistance devices and large print hymnals are available from the head ush-

er.   

  

Food & Shelter items are being collected in the box outside the office.  
  





 



 

 


