
23rd Sunday after Pentecost October 27, 2024 

 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
 

 My God, my Father and my Savior, you have been pleased to preserve 

me by your grace through the night and you have brought me to this 

new day. Grant that I may use it entirely in your service, that I may think,

say, and do nothing but to please you and to obey your holy will. May 

all my actions be to the glory of your name and to the service of others. 

 And just as you cause the sun to shine on the world to give physical l ight , 

let your Holy Spirit illumine my mind to guide me in the way of r i g h te ous -

ness. In everything I do, let my goal and intention always be to walk rever-

ently and to honor and serve you, relying only on your blessing for my well

-being, and undertaking only what is pleasing to you. 

 Amen. 

   (a prayer by John Calvin) 

 

PRELUDE   

 

BRINGING THE LIGHT 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                 Vince Leseney 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 

Amen. 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, 

though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea, 

Though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its 

tumult. 
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; 

God will help it when the morning dawns. 

 

“Be still, and know that I am God! I am exalted among the nations; 

I am exalted in the earth.” 
The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge 

Let us worship the living God! 

 

*SONG OF PRAISE God of the Sparrow  Hymnal, No. 22 
 

*CONFESSION AND PARDON 
Behold, Lord, an empty vessel that needs to be filled. 

My Lord, fill it. 

I am weak in the faith; strengthen me. 

I am cold in love; warm me and make me fervent, that my love may go 

out to my neighbor. 

I do not have a strong and firm faith; at times I doubt and am unable to 

trust you altogether. 

O Lord, help me. 

Strengthen my faith and trust in you. 

In you I have sealed the treasure of all I have. 

I am poor; you are rich and came to be merciful to the poor. 

 



I am a sinner; you are upright. 

With me, there is an abundance of sin; in you is the fullness of righteous-

ness. 

Therefore, I will remain with you, of whom I can receive, but to whom

 I may not give. Amen. 

(Time of silent reflection) 

       (a prayer by Martin Luther) 

 

Let us never forget you, O Lord, nor your goodness. Let the remembrance of 

your mercy be always engraved on our minds. 
Hear and believe this good news! In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

       (a prayer by John Calvin)  

 

*THE PEACE 

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

*SONG OF RESPONSE Glory to God Hymnal, No. 582 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 

And to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen 

  

World without end, without end. Amen (x3) 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES     

 
PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

 

PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING           Joan Cole 

         (a prayer by Ulrich Zwingli)                

 

SCRIPTURE READING         

Hebrews 7:23-28                  Page No. 974  

The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  

 

RESPONSIVE PSALM    Psalm 34 

I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
My soul makes its boast in the Lord; let the humble hear and be glad. 

O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together. 
I sought the Lord, and he answered me, and delivered me from all my 

fears. 

Look to him, and be radiant; so your faces shall never be ashamed. 
This poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord, and was saved from 

every trouble. 

The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him, and delivers them. 
O taste and see that the Lord is good; happy are those who take refuge 

in him. 



ANTHEM I Will Love The Lord  

 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Mark 10:46-52  Page No. 823 

The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

 

MESSAGE Let Me See Again Tracy L. Evans 

 

*SONG OF FAITH Softly and Tenderly  Hymnal, No. 418 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH          

What is your only comfort in life and in death? 
That I am not my own, but belong — body and soul, in life and in 

death — to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all 

my sins with his precious blood, and has set me free from the tyranny 

of the devil. He also watches over me in such a way that not a hair 

can fall from my head without the will of my Father in heaven; in fact, 

all things must work together for my salvation. Because I belong to 

him, Christ, by his Holy Spirit, assures me of eternal life and makes 

me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for him. 

(from The Heidelberg Catechism) 
 

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS      (adapted from prayers by John Knox) 

 

LORD’S PRAYER                  Hymnal, p. 35 

Please pray the Lord’s Prayer 

in the language and wording most familiar to you. 

 

THE OFFERING 

 

*DOXOLOGY    Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow Hymnal, No. 609 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God, all creatures high and low.  

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Praise God, in Jesus fully known:  

Creator, Word, and Spirit one.  

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

  

PRAYER OF DEDICATION    (a prayer by Martin Luther) 
O Lord, come to me and use my bread, silver and gold. How very well 

they are spent if I spend them in your service. Amen. 
 

FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 

 

*SENDING SONG Be Thou My Vision Hymnal, No. 450 

 

*BLESSING AND CHARGE 

 

*POSTLUDE  

 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 



 

 

We invite anyone who wishes to consider membership in this church to contact the 

pastor or a member of the session.  You may also indicate interest in membership by 

checking the appropriate column in the ritual of friendship booklet.  Membership in this 

church is a step made by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith or transfer of church 

letter. 

  

Lectionary Readings for November 3: Ruth 1:1-18 and Psalm 146; Deuteronomy 6:1-9 

and Psalm 119:1-8; Hebrews 9:11-14; Mark 12:28-34. 

 

Many protestant churches celebrate the Reformation annually on October 31, the an-

niversary of Martin Luther nailing his 95 Theses on the door of the Castle Church in Wit-

tenberg, Germany. In honor of the celebration, this week’s liturgy draws on prayers 

and liturgy from Protestant Reformers.  

 

The Food & Shelter items of the month for October are cold medicine and socks. 

Please place your donations in the box by the church information table.    

   

Hearing-assistance devices and large print hymnals are available from the head ush-

er.     
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING TODAY IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING WORSHIP 

 

PURPOSE:  Elect new officers 

 

The following is the slate of officers: 

 

ELDERS:  Class of 2026 (filling a vacancy) Karen Girdner 

                  Class of 2027:  Samuel McCann and Will Farris 

 

DEACONS:  Class of 2027:  Linda Eckel 

                                  Vacant - nominations from the floor needed to fill this position  



 



 

 



 

 

 


